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THE GROWING LIBRARY AND ITS PROBLEMS 


GROWTH is natural to most libraries. In some it is steady and predictable, in others 
it resembles that of a boy in his teens, as in the typical instance of the library of 
a young and fast-growing college or university, in which the book-collection 
develops rapidly with the creation of new departments of instruction and the 
expansion and reorganization of existing ones. Like the growing child, the 
growing library has its peculiar problems of adaptation and adjustment, and 
the more rapid the growth the more acute these problems are likely to be. 

The fast-growing library not.only tends to outgrow the quarters which house 
it, but some of the vital parts of the machinery through which it functions, for 
instance its cataloguing and clas ification systems, become less adequate with the 
passage of time and need constant overhauling. The financial provision for the 
library, especially the provision for adequate staff, seems never to keep pace with 
the rate of growth. 

The same conditions which promote the growth of the library are likely to 
create needs which, for a time at least, it is beyond the library’s capacity to satisfy. 
New departments in a university, for instance, are ravenous for literature, and 
however large the library’s book-budget may be, it takes time and patience to 
create a good working collection, representative of the best in the output of the 
last fifty years. 

But when all is said there is a certain fascination about a growing library 
which prevents its librarian from dwelling too seriously on the relative merits of 
chicken-farming. A growing library is a living thing. One watches its progress 
through the years as one would watch a favourite fruit-tree, and other people 
watch it too with equal pleasure and interest. And what a delight it is to see the 
bewildered look of the reader returning to it after a ten years’ absence !| Further- 
more, though this may be an illusion, it appears that a growing library is a magnet 
for gifts, which help it to grow even faster. 

F, G. VAN DER RIET. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


DANTON, J. Periam. Education for librarianship. Paris, United Nations educational, 
scientific and cultural organization, 1949. vii, 97p. diags. Bibl.p.85-92. 4s. 


The most vivid impression given by this book is one of balance : between the ideal 
and the practical necessities, between the theoretical and practical training, between the 
fundamental knowledge needed by all librarians and that which applies to particular 
types of libraries and library-work. It is a clear-sighted analysis of all aspects of training 
in a library school, with suggestions for training librarians externally, in which the author 
is not afraid to face up to conclusions arising from his analysis, even when they prove to 
some extent antithetical, as in his discussions of the objectives of a library school : 

“‘The school must look to the needs of the institutions which will employ its graduates 
and must determine what sorts of professional work are being performed in the libraries 
and what kind of education and training will best equip its students to carry on these 
tasks.”’ Nevertheless the school must be “‘a centre of independent thought . . . a Univer- 
sity or professional school must contribute to the solution of problems and to the gather- 
ing, analysis, and interpretation of facts, in short, it must advance knowledge and teach 
others to advance knowledge if it is to wholly justify its existence.” 

In order to achieve this twofold purpose, he considers it advisable that the library 
school should be in easy reach of a number of good libraries of different types so that 
students can observe the different functions and established practices. But, equally, it 
should be attached to an established University because it must “‘by its very nature, be 
concerned with subjects other than technical librarianship, it cannot stand apart from 
interests and developments in such fields as literature, economics, sociology, folitical 
science, history and bibliography .. . teaching and study i in the school ma; y be expected 
to be invigorated, strengthened, and kept fresh through contact with thought in other 
fields of learning.” 

But together with this goes the necessity for relating the school to the local and 
national needs, which leads the author to think that, if sufficiently qualified teaching staff 
is not available, it is better to send librarians overseas to be trained for the work rather 
than to import overseas perscnnel. However, “no master curriculum, no remarkable 
philosophy, no balancing of principles vs. methods, no appealing outlines and ingenious 
devices mean as much to education for librarianship as the quality of the faculty, both 
directors and teachers’’, whose qual fications he sums up as “‘dynamic, informed, scholarly, 
skilled, enthusiastic dire ction, determined to push librarianship forward to new frontiers”. 

These are a few of the interesting observations which are combined with such prac- 
tical problems as the steps to be taken to establish and organize a school, the contents of 
curricula, and the number of hours a week to be spent on various sections, administra- 
tion both of the school and the students, the relationship between staff and members, It 
is a most intersting and readable publication, and should be useful to all those concerned 
with library schools, the planning of syllabuses and curricula, and examiners. 

E.V.H. 
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STAATSDIENS-BIBLIOTEKE 
S. J. Kritzincer, Hoofbibliotekaris, Staatsdiens 


By ’n vorige geleentheid! is ’n uiteensetting gegee van die ontwikkelings op 
biblioteekgebied in die Staatsdiens wat gelei het tot die v.sstelling van besondere 
graderings en diensvoorwaardes. Hierdie gebeurtenis was van uitstaande belang 
nie net vir biblioteekwerkers in staatsdiensgeledere nie, maar ook daarbuite, 
omdat dit die professie in die oog van buitestanders sonder twyfel op ’n hoér peil 
geplaas het. . 

Voorheen het daar geen vasgestelde diensvoorwaardes vir bibliotekarisse in die 
Staatsdiens bestaan nie. Die salarisse het in geen verhouding tot die kwalifikasies 
gestaan nie en die owerhede het hulle skynbaar weinig daaraan- gesteur of die 
werkers afgerig was of nie. Gevolglik het daar onder die beamptes ook nie die 
behoefte bestaan om hulle in biblioteekwese te bekwaam nie, want waar geen 
aansporing of erkenning van kwalifikasies vir vergoedings—of bevorderings- 
doeleindes in swang was nie, kon vanselfsprekend nie verwag word dat belang- 
hebbendes geld, tyd en energie nodeloos daaraan sou bestee nie. Eenvormigheid, 
kodrdinasie of samewerking was byna onbekend. In die een Departement het 
die bibliotekaris die rang van die hoér professionele beamptes gehad, maar in ander 
Departemente was hy tweedegraadmans—of—vroueklerk, eerstegraads—vroue- 
klerk, leekassistent of tegniese assistent, wat destyds aan die skaal vir bodes 
gegrens het. 

Geleidelik het die owerhede egter begin insien dat ’n goeie bibliotekaris 
wel sy sout werd is. Die Regering bestee groot somme geld aan die aankoop van 
boeke en hulle moet deeglik versorg word nie alleen nie, maar ook met die meeste 
spoed beskikbaar gestel word, wanneer verlang. Dit geld nie alleen vir volledige 
werke nie, maar ook tydskrifte, blouboeke, wette, pamflette, statistiek en so meer. 
Wat die navorsing betref, het dit noodsaaklik geword dat elke navorser op hoogte 
gestel word met die proewe en bevindings in oorsese lande. Ja waarlik, die 
bibliotekaris het byna ongevraagd in aansien toegeneem, hoewel sy vergoeding 
nog veel te wense oorgelaat het. 

Toe volg daar in 1944 ’n staatsdiensinspeksie van ’n hele aantal departementele 
biblioteke in Pretoria, Stellentosch, Johannesburg en elders. Kort daarna het 
die Centlivreskommissie ondersoek begin instel na die Staatsdiens en ’n paar 
van die senior-bibliotekarisse het seker gemaak dat ’n noukeurigopgestelde 
memorandum in die hande van kommissielede en die professionele groep onder 
die Staatsamp‘enare-vereniging kom. Uit Staatsdiensinspekteur Viljoen se 
verslag? het belangrike dinge gebroei, omdat die Staatsdienskommissie dit 


1§.A. Library Assoc. Conference, 1947. Aspects of library work in S.A., p. 96. 
2 Aspects of library work in S.A., p. 102.: 
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daarna noodsaaklik geag het om die bul by die horings te pak. Dit het gelei tot 
die erkenning van biblioteekbeamptes as ’n onbetwyfelb re professionele groep. 
Hulle is gevolglik by laasgenoemde groep ingedeel met bypassende graderings 
en diensvoorwaardes. * Nou was dit vir sulke beamptes nodig om vir bevorderings- 
doeleindes minimum professionele kwalifikasies te hé. Omdat die biblioteekgroep 
besef het dat dit onbillik sou wees om verhoogde besoldiging sonder die voorwaarde 
van minimum kwalifikasies te eis, het hulle die ontwikkeling van harte verwelkom en 
ook seker gemaak dat hierdie erkenning onder die aandag van die owerhede kom. 
Ook die Centlivres-kommissie het sy seén daaroor uitgespreek. 4 

Dit het egter nie verseker dat alles voortaan rosegeur en maneskyn in 
biblioteekgeledere van die staatsdiens sou wees nie. By al die goeie wat bereik 
is en die dankbaarheid in die hart was dit tog duidelik dat die biblioteekgroep nog 
agter staan by ander identiese groepe soos die vertalers en die argivarisse. Die 
minimum professionele eise was hoog en die vergoeding nie in dieselfde ver- 
houding daarmee nie. Die owerhede het tereg daarop gestaan dat nie aan die 
saak getorring word alvorens die proefneming ’n billike geleentheid gekry het 
nie. Na twee jaar was dit egter moontlik om uit praktiese ervaring op sekere 
leemtes te wys en die hoére instansies het vriendelik reageer en die volgende 
wysigings wat nou van toepassing is, in werking gestel : 


1. Die salaris van Bibliotekaris, Senior-bibliotekaris, Eerste-bibliotekaris 
en Hoof-bibliotekaris word elkeen ’n skaal hoér-opgeskuif, sodat die Bibliotekaris 
nou die vroeére skaal van die Senior-bibliotekaris ontvang, die Senior-bibliotekaris 
die van die Eerste-bibliotekaris en die Eerste-bibliotekaris die van die Hoof- 
bibliotekaris. Daardeur word die skale van die eerste drie poste volkome in 
ooreenstemming gebring met die van die verta ers en argivarisse en bly daar, 
behalwe dat hierdie poste nog gevul moet word, waarlik weinig oor om oor 
ontevrede te wees. Daar is deur die verhoging van hierdie skale in alle geval nou 
toegegee dat vertalers, argivarisse en bibliotekarisse voéls van enerse vere is en 
eenders behandel moet word. Eienaardig kom dit dus voor dat die Hoof-biblio- 
tekaris se skaal nog ’n agterstand het by die van die ander twee pro essies. Wel 
word sy salarisskaal opgeskuif na {£1,000 x 50-1,150, maar daardeur stem dit 
nog nie ooreen met die £1,050 x 50-1,200 skaal van Hoofvertaler en Hoofargivaris 
nie. Daar kan geen twyfel wees dat dit vroeér of later in ooreenstemming 
daarmee gebring sal word nie. 


2. ’n Nuwe benaming van Assistent-bibliotekaris, wat voorheen nie bestaan 
het nie, word geskep en wel op die ou Bibliotekarisskaal £350 x 25-600 met die 
verskil egter dat die minimum opgeskuif word van £300 na £3 an Hierdeur word 
die moontlikhede vir bevordering aansienlik verbeter. 


3 Ditto, p. 102. 


*U. van S.A. 6de verslag van die Kommissie van ondersoek na die Staatsdiens, U.G. 54—48.p. 25-28. 
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3. Die skale vir Biblioteekassistent (manlik of vroulik) bly dieselfde, maar 
met sekere belangrike wysigings : 


(a) Die poste word voortaan nie meer in die Laer Professionele groep ingedeel 
nie, maar by die Klerklixe. 


(b) Die minimum-vereiste professionele kwalifikasie vir Biblioteek-assistent, 
mans, klas A, (£180 x 20-200 x 25-550) is nie meer die Diploma nie, 
maar word nou die Intermediére Sertifikaat. 


(c) Die minimum professionele kwalifikasie wat vir Biblioteek-assistent, 
vrouens, klas A, ‘£350 x 25-475) vereis word, word van Diploma na 
Intermediére Sertifikaat verlaag en die volgende vorige vereiste val weg : 
,onderworpe daaraan dat die amptenaar die £340 p.j. kerf van die skaal 
£260 x 20-380 bereik het.” 


(d) Die minimum-vereiste professionele kwalifikasie vir Biblioteek-assistent, 
vrouens, klas B word van Intermediére Sertifikaat na Elementére Serti- 
fikaat verminder. 


Deur hierdie wysigings word die laere poste ook sonder twyfel aantrekliker 
gemaak, maar ek sou tog wou gesien het dat die aanvangsalaris van die twee klasse 
manlike Biblioteek-assistente opgeskuif word van {£180 na {£250 en {£200 onder- 
skeidelik. Ek vrees dus dat hier nie ver genoeg gegaan word nie en sal die 
Staatsdiens—ek hoop ek is verkeerd—moet wag totdat soortgelyke poste in open- 
bare inrigtings gevul is. Wat die vrouens:kale vir Biblioteek-assistente betref, 
sou ek ook graag wou sien dat klas A se maksimum van £475 na {500 en klas C se 
minimum van £180 na {200 opgestoot word met die voorwaarde daarby dat elke 
beampte wat die klas C pos beklee sonder versuim vir een van die biblioteekkursusse 
moet inskrywe en binne redelike tyd die Elementére Eksamen van die S.A. 
Bib ioteekvereniging of gelykstaande erkende kwalifikasie moet besit. Die praktyk 
het getoon dat daar beamptes is wat die pos van Biblioteek-assistent, klas C hulle 
laat welgeval en sodoende twee kerwe bokant die minimum vir vroulike klerke 
begin sonder dat hulle ernstig van plan is om biblioteekwese as hulle lewensroeping 
te kies. 

Dit mag egter ook nie verswyg word nie dat kandidate vir aanstelling as 
Biblioteek-assistente (klas B, manlik en klas C, vroulik) wat ’n baccalaureusgraad 
besit voortaan ook aanvangsalarisse op die basis vir Klerklike Assistente, 
Graad 2 toegeken sal word. By die aanstelling as Assistentbibliotekarisse (£350 x 
25-600) sal kandidate wat die verlangde kwalifikasies besit teen die minimum- 
kerf van die betrokke skaal begin, maar toepaslike ondervinding na kwalifikasie 
sal na goeddunke van die Staatsdienskommissie by die vasstelling van die aanvang- 
salaris ook in aanmerking geneem word. 
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Dit sal lesers verder interesseer om te weet wat deur die Kommissie vir 
doeleindes van aanstelling en bevordering in die Staatsdiens as gelykwaardig aan 
die sertifikate van die S.A. Biblioteekvereniging beskou word : 

Aan die Diploma van die S.A. Biblioteekvereniging gelykstaande: Diploma in 
Biblioteekkunde en die Diploma in Plattelandse Biblioteekkunde van die Uni- 
versiteit van Kaapstad ; voor 1949 se Diploma in Biblioteekkunde (een- 
jarige na-graadse kursus) en die na 1949 se B.A. in Biblioteekkunde van die 
Universiteit van Pretoria. 

Aan die Intermediére Sertifikaat van die S.A. Biblioteekvereniging gelykstaande: 
die Hoér Sertifikaat in Biblioteekkunde (gegradueerdes en nie-gegradueerdes) 
en die Hoér Sertifikaat in Plattelandse Biblioteekkunde (gegradueerdes en nie- 
gegradueerdes) van die Universiteit van Keapstad; voor 1949 se Sertifikaat in 
Biblioteekkunde aan nie-gegradueerdes (driejarige nie-graadse kursus), na 1949 
Diploma in Biblioteekkunde aan gegradueerdes (een-jarige kursus) en na 1949 se 
Diploma in Biblioteekkunde aan nie-gegradueerdes (twee-jarige kursus) van die 
Universiteit van Pretoria. Laasgenoemde universiteit ken ook ’n M.A.-graad 
toe in Biblioteekkunde en by die aanstelling as Assistent-bibliotekarisse 
(£350 x 25-600) sal kandidate wat die M.A. Biblioteekkundegraad besit een 
addisionele kerf ter erkenning van die hoér akademiese kwalifikasie toegeken 
word. 


Die volgende is die huidige gradering van salarisse van bibliotekarisse en assis- 
tente in die Staatsdiens, soos gewysig : 


CENTRAL CATALOGUING OF BRITISH GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 


If there is sufficient demand, His Majesty’s Stationery Office is prepared, from 1950 onwards, 
to supply index cards for official British publications. Tae cards will be 5in. x3 in. and will carry 


all the details provided on the Daily List of Government Publications. Sufficient space will be 
left for libraries to add their own headings i‘ they wish. 


The charge (in Britain) for this service will be: 


(a) £5 per set per annum, covering all publications issued ; and £4 for second and sub- 
sequent sets to the same library. 


(b) £4 per set per annum for all publications except Statutory Instruments, and £3 for 
second and subsequent sets to the same library. 


Librarians interested are asked to write to the Director of Publications (SP), H.M. Stationery 
Office, 429 Uxford Street, London, W. 1. 


(The Library association record, October, 1949) 
THE FARMINGTON PLAN 


An interesting article on “The Farmington Plan: an American Experiment in Co-operation, 
by M. C. Pottinger, appeared in The Library association record 51 (10), October, 1949. 
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THE NEW ZEALAND READING RECORD 


‘The New Zealand Library Association’s syllabus for its General Certificate in librarianship 
lays down that candidates must keep a record for fifty weeks of their general reading and 
of opportunities which this reveals of linking the library with outside organizations and 
the interests of readers, ““The number and type of books read will be determined by the 
tastes, capabilities and time of the student, but a record of fewer than twenty-five books 
(other than light fiction) read during a period of fifty weeks will be considered unsatis- 
factory...” 

In 1944 Miss E. J. Carnell wrote some interesting notes on the selection of books 
for this Record : 

“Heaven forbid” she wrote, “that this reading record should lead the innocent 
into either dishonesty or literary snobbery. But it must be pointed out that when the 
Training Committee decided against the usual Literary History section and put in 
this reading record ins*ead they did not mean that students should be accredited on 
the basis of an inside knowledge of best-sellers. If you are going to be any real use 
as a librarian your reading over a period should show that you are : 

“1, Living in a revolutionary period of human history. Douglas Reed and Quentin 
Reynolds are really not good enough for this... 

“2. In New Zealand. Have you read Somerset’s Littledene, or Reeves’s Long White 
Cloud, or Guthrie Smith’s Tutira, or Sutch’s Quest for Social Security in New Zealand, 
or The Truth about Internal Marketing, or Contemporary New Zealand ? 

‘3. Have some contact with the world of ideas. God, money, child study, land- 
scape gardening, music, racial problems, dietetics, soil erosion, modern painting— 
it does not matter what your interests are, but it is disturbing to be presented with 
reading lists which give no indication that the reader has reacted at all to his 
environment. 

“4. Use books as tools. It would be useful to include in the reading lists a note 
of books consulted to find some piece of information. 

“5, Are you aware that some books were published before we were born ?...” 
In New Zealand Libraries for October, 1949 Mr. W. J. McEldowney has some inte- 

resting remarks to make upon his experience of these reading records since they began. 
He concludes : 

‘Forty students have completed their reading records so far, enough to show that 
this experiment devised by a far-sighted committee of the NZLA has made a valu- 
able contribution to the technique of training for librarianship. It has proved rather 
difficult to administer at times, and improvements can still probably be made, but 
it is so important a part of the Training Course that any difficulties will just have 
to be overcome.” 


RUSSIAN SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS 


The Special Libraries section of the Nederlandse Vereniging van Bibliothecarissen recently set up 
a group to investigate Russian Technical Literature. In the issue of Bibliotheekleven for May, 1950 
an account is given of the group’s work. This account gives information useful to librarians here, 
including brief surveys of what is being done about Russian translations in the Netherlands, the 
United States, the United Kingdom and France. 
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HISTORICAL SURVEY OF THE MORE IMPORTANT 
LIBRARIES IN THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 


XIII. RANDFONTEIN MUNICIPAL LIBRARY 


Compiied by S. J. KritziInceR, Hoofbibliotekaris, Staatsdiens ' 


RANDFONTEIN owes its existence to the Randfontein Estates Gold Mining Com- 
pany, which Company was formed in April, 1889. About three-quarters o. a mile 
east of where the Town Hall and Library row stand the first mining operations 
commenced. In its first annual report it was stated that the Company owned 
28,918 acres and had mining leases on a further 1,345 acres. The Randfontein 
Estates Company sub-civiced its large mining areas and formed subsidiary 
companies to carry on mining operations. Altogether twelve such companies were 
formed. The first company to start mining was the Porges Gold Mining Company, 
followed by South Rancfontein, North Ranafontein, the Robinson and Block ‘“‘A”’ 
Gold Mining Companies. These Companies are menioned because they are in 
close proximity to the area which is now the township of Rancfontein. Each gold 
mining company had at that time its own small community, but was comparatively 
remote from the nearest town—Krugersdorp—which is ten miles away. Re- 
creation clubs were formed by the employees of each company, which usually 
provided a canteen, billiard-room, dance floor and library. The books for the 
libraries were in some cases purchased from canteen profits, and members were 
required to pay a deposit of between 2s. 6d. and 5s. per book borrowed. Some of 
these recreation club libraries had as many as 3,000 books available for their mem- 
bers. These facts are mentioned to inaicate the reason for there having been no 
public libra-y at an earlier date. From 1903 to 1928 Rancfontein was part of the 
Krugersdorp Municipality, but in January 1929 the Municipality of Randfon- 
tein was established. Until 1920 there were very few people in Randfontein who 
were not employees of the mines. Such people were served by the Krugersdorp 
Public Library until separation. 

In February 1904 a Mr. Edwards of Krugersdorp put two rooms at the 
disposal of people who were interested in establishing a library and in 1906— 
due to expansion—the Library was moved to the Town Hall. 

The present Carnegie Library in Krugersdorp was built in 1922, and an 
increasing number of people in Randfontein made use of ‘Country Member” 
facilities. During 1933 the Town Council of Krugersdorp considered that the 


wa by the Librarians of the respective libraries. See note in S. Afr. Libr. 13(4) 79, Apr. 
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Municipality of Randfontein should subsidize the Carnegie Library in view of the 
large number of Randfontein deposits being held. A Mrs. V. Tapson was refused 
facilities pending a decision by the Randfontein Council, and this lady drew up a 
petition which was signed by approximately 100 members of the public requesting 
the Council to consider the establishment of a public library for the inhabitants of 
the town. The Town Council made provision for the raising of a loan of £2,000 
for the building of a Library and necessary equipment. A well attended public 
meeting was held in the Town Hall on 4th April, 1934, at which it was explained 
by the Mayor (Councillor J. E. MacKenzie) that the Carnegie Trust in New York 
had been approached, and that in their reply of May 13th, had stated: “The 
Trustees of the Corporation discontinued several years ago the practice of making 
grants for public library buildings” and therefore the Council was calling upon 
the ratepayers of the town to support Council’s project. Mr. M. Stirling of the 
Pretoria State Library addressed the meeting. A Committee of nine members 
was formed with Dr. P. D. Hamilton as Chairman and Mrs. V. Tapson as 
Secretary. On the 4th June, 1934 Council decided to purchase, for the sum of 
£1,250, a dwelling house on stand 147, Randfontein, as a temporary library. 
The late Miss Rowland was appointed Librarian on 29th July, 1934. The 
Public Library, which was a free municipal library, was opened on the 14th Nov- 
ember, 1934, in the dwelling house which had been converted for the purpose. 

The membership for a period of ten months, ending September, 1935, was 
474 (adults 414, children 60). The estimated European population at that time was 
roughly 4,300, the total membership being 11 per cent. This was looked upon as 
proof of the need for a library in Randfontein. . 

The Library was opened with a stock of 1,686 books, and at the end of the ten 
months in question, the total had risen to 2,962 books — an increase of 1,276 
volumes. The books could be grouped mainly under the following headings : 
fiction : 58 per cent; non-fiction : 26 per cent; children’s: 16 per cent. A nucleus 
of reference books was provided comprising some 120 volumes, made up of dic- 
tionaries, encyclopaedias, directories and guide books, etc. The reading room was 
supplied with seven newspapers, six overseas magazines, four local magazines, 
and eight other periodicals. 

The people of Randfontein responded most generously to an appeal made for 
books for the Library : some 400 gift books were received, as well as a gift of £25 
for mining books from the Randfontein Estates Gold Mining Company. A special 
library was provided for children, comprising some 400 books. There was also a 
shelf of Afrikaans books for children. 

It was reported at the end of September, 1935, that the Library was rapidly 
becoming inadequate and that the question of new and larger premises would have 
to be considered. A new modern building, which includes certain Municipal 
Offices, was completed during 1938 at a cost of £9,955. 
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HISTORICAL SURVEY OF THE MORE IMPORTANT LIBRARIES 


The following comparative figures are given to indicate progress made during 
the Library’s fifteen years of existence : 


Population Membership Book Stock 
September, 1935 4,300 474 1,686 
September, 1949 11,000 2,876. 11,645 
The following is a list of the librarians : 
Miss J. Rowland — 1934-1940 
Miss D. Saul — 1941-1942 


Miss M.E. Green — 1943-1945 
Miss C.S.M. Saaiman — 1945-1950 (Acting). 


TELETYPE FOR INTER-LIBRARY LOANS 


Two American libraries (the Milwaukee Public Library and the Racine Public Library) have been 
experimenting with teletype communication to speed up inter-library loan arrangements. A brief 


er appeared in the Library journal for 15th March, 1950 (p.512) reprinted from the Milwaukee 
eC . 


LIBRARY ACTIVITY AT UNESCO 


The following. extract form an interesting article on ‘“The Library Aids Plans of Unesco”? by 
Willard A. Heaps, (Library journal, 74 ( 4), August 1949) may make the Unesco library picture 
a little clearer to those who have wondered what is the distinction between ‘‘Library”’ and ‘‘Lib- 
raries Division”’ : 
‘The Library of Unesco... has as its major function the supply of the Paris Secretariat 
(Unesco’s international headquarters) with such books, pamphlets, periodicals, maps, pictures, 
films and microfilms as are needed for carrying out the Organization’s work. Limiting itself 
to internal services, it is not to be confused with the Libraries Division, a program unit, which 
engages in such activities as issuing the monthly Unesco Bulletin for Libraries, sponsoring 
the Book Coupon Scheme. ... conducting the international summer school for librarians. . . 
Through its services to Unesco’s seven program departments and the seven administrative 


bureaux, the library touches upon an amazing variety of subjects covered by the key words— 
education, science, culture.” 


RELIGIOUS BOOKS 
The Religious Books Round Table of the American Library Association again presented (in the 


Library journal, 74 (15) 1133 ff, 1 September, 1949) its list of fifty outstanding religious books 
published in America during the year May 1948 to May 1949. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


PLANT, Marjorie. The supply of foreign books and periodicals to the libraries of the United 


Kingdom: report of a survey made under the auspices of the Rockefeller foundation. 
London, The Library association, 1949. 2s. 6d. (2s. to members). 


This workmanlike survey arose out of a feeling of uncertainty among university librarians 
and others in Great Britain as to whether the learned and scientific publications of other 
countries were being adequately represen'ed on their shelves. The commi‘tee of the 
University and Re-earch Section of the Library Association, therefore, decided that it 
was desirable to make a general survey of the position. The Rockefeller Fourdation 
agreed to provide financial support, and Dr. Plant was asked to undertzke the survey. 

From the South African point of view the most useful sections of the publication 
are the ‘‘Regional Notes”, giving information about methods of obtairing lists of books, 
and the books themselves, from the various countries of Europe (including the U.S.S.R.), 
Egypt, the United States, Latin America, the Far East and the Commonwealth. There 
is also a handy list of addresses of foreign publishing-houses and a list of institutions 
in Great Britain who will send lists of their newly acquired English books to librarians 
abroad, marking the items considered of first importance. 


BRITISH NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY. No. 1, 4*h January, 1950- onwards. London, 
Council of the British National Bibliography, Ltd. Subscription £12 p.a. 


The B.N.B. began publication at the beginning of this year, and by now subscribing 
libraries have had an opportunity to assess its worth. It gives an almost ccmple‘e coverage 
of publications issued in Britain, except for (a) cheap novelettes (b) pericdicals (except 
that the first issue of a new periodical and the first issue of a periodical urder a rew title 
are included) (c) publications of the government of Eire (d) music (e) m7ps. Certain 
publications of the British government are also excluded. The entries are arrarged in 
classified order (Dewey) and are printed on one side of the page only. The classified 
lists are issued weekly and author indexes appear monthly. For libraries in South Africa 


it has the ines‘imable value of giving details of new British books in all fields wi-h the 
minimum loss of time. 


LIBRARY SCIENCE ABSTRACTS, vol., no.1, January-March, 1950. London, The 
Library Association. 15s. p.a. 


This useful abstracting journal for librarians is edited by C.B. Muriel Lock and Reginald 
Northwood Lock for the Library Association. It is a quarterly publication and covers 
some fifty journals, includiig South African libraries. The abstracts are well done and the 
arrangement is under broad subject hezdings such as Library services : General surveys ; 
Co-operation ; National and Governmental Libraries; University Libraries; Special 
Libraries ; Information Services, etc. Librarians in this country should find this an 
extremely valuable survey. 
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SUDAN LIBRARIES 


WILFRED J. PLUMBE 


Librarian, Research Division, Ministry 
of Agriculture, Sudan Government 


WEN huncreds of thousands of cattle are successfully inoculated with a new 
drug ; when there is a violent political demonstration ; when two strange negroes, 
a hyena and a tame baboon are observed in a Gezira village dancing in an ecstatic 
circle at midnight—the Sudan becomes ‘‘news”. 

Such dull events as the encing of a subscription system in the Sudan’s first 
public library, and the classification of a new university college library and an 
agricultural research library by tie Henry Evelyn Bliss Bibliographic and the 
Universal Decimal Classification systems, respectively must go unrecorded. 

But, in fact, the numler and va ied standard of different types of library in 
this enormous country are worthy of note. 


GORDON MEMORIAL COLLEGE LIBRARY 


By far the largest and most important library, and destined to develop into 
the naticnal reference collection, is the Newbold Library of Gordon Memorial 
College in Khartoum. The College Calendar (1948) states : 


‘The Newbold Library had a small beginning in the collection of some 3,000 
volumes inherited from the Higher Schools. In 1945 the Civil Secretary pre- 
sented a further 3,000 volumes represen ing nearly the entire contents of the 
Library of the Secretariat. This is a collection of great value to the advance- 
ment of Sudanese and African studies, and includes several rare books toge- 
ther with manuscripts of historical importance. In the same year a valuable 
request was received from the late Sir Douglas Newbold and in view of his 
generosity and service to the community it was dicided to incorporate his 
name with that of the library as a memorial.” 


Although established so recently, the Newbold Library now has a stock of 20,000 
volumes ; 223 periodicals are taken ; annual expenditure on books is £3,000 and 
on periocicals £265 ; there is a British librarian, four other British staff, and three 
Sudanese clerical staff. Branch libraries are maintained at the Schools of Agricul- 
ture, Design, Engineering and Veterinary Science ; and there is an Arabic collec- 
tion of 5,000 books in the main reading room. The Bliss system of classification 
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is employed ; author and subject catalogues are in course of compilation ; micro- 
films will be added shortly. As the Newbold Library is the only general library of 
any size in the Sudan and the demand for the same books at approximately the 
same time is heavy, books are lent, during term-time, only to members of the 
academic staff, but the Library is open for reading and research purposes 70 
hours a week. In his Annual Report, 1948, the Librarian states : 


“At the beginning of 1948 the Library lacked nearly all the essential adminis- 
trative services of a University College library....The problem has been 
to create the essential services without interrupting the service to readers. 
The re-organization of the Library is now in full swing.” 


Since 1948 much progress has been made, and structural alterations during 1949 
permitted expansion so that the Library now occupies the whole of the front of 
the first floor (approx. 250 feet in length) of Gordon College main building. An 
account of the Library (as it was then) appeared in the Library Association Record 
for January 1946. 


RESEARCH LIBRARIES 


As would be expected in a country where improvement of living standards 
has been so largely the result of applied scientific research, the Sudan is relatively 
well equipped with small specialist libraries. To facilitate research in agriculture, 
medicine, veterinary science, chemistry, archaeology and geology, there exist 
nearly a dozen libraries. 

Of these, the Library of the Research Division of the Ministry of Agricu'ture 
is the largest and most active. Established on the Research Farm, Wad Medani 
—heart of the Gezira cotton growing area—in 1931-32, it has g own steadily, and 
at the present time the central library consists of a comprehensive and valuable 
collection of 10,700 pamphlets, 2,100 books, and 3,530 bound and unbound 
volumes of periodicals. Small satellite libraries, containing in all 1,320 books and 
pamphlets, are maintained in Agronomy and Plant Physiology, Botany and Plant 
Pathology, Cotton Breeding and Plant Propagation, Entomology, Medical Ento- 
mology, and Soil Research Sections on the Research Farm, and at certain 
agricultural outstations, notably Yambio, Shambat, Kadugli and Gedaref. At the 
central library, Wad Medani, 130 periodicals are received ; duplicates are distri- 
buted to Section and outs‘ation libraries ; books and other material are supplied by 
messenger to staff on the Research Farm, and by post to research staff and other 
Government workers outside Wad Medani; a fortnightly duplicated Accessions 
Bulletin, noting articles of research interest in current periodicals and acquisitions 
of books and pamphlets, is issued, and Research Division Memoirs are circulated 
on an “exchange” basis throughout the world. The Library is open for callers 
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SUDAN LIBRARIES 


and telephone enquiries from 7 a.m. until 2 p.m. six days a week, and for 
research purposes at any time. The staff consists of a British librarian, a Sudanese 
assistant librarian, and a part-time typist. The stock has been classified by the 
Universal Decimal system, subject and author sheaf catalogues are being compiled, 
and the administration of the Library is being modernized. 

A small library, mainly for the use of agricultural field staff, is maintained at 
the Khartoum headquarters of the Mi istry of Agriculture. 

In addition, the Empire Cotton Growing Corporation has a small research 
library, consisting mainly of material relating to the genetics and cytology of cotton- 
breeding, at Shambat. 

The most extensive medical library in the country is that of the Sudan Me- 
dical Service at the Stack Medical Research Laboratories in Khartoum. Originally 
part of the Wellcome Tropical Research Laboratories, this library was established 
as long ago as 1903 and was installed in the present premises in 1927. It consists 
of approximately 3,500 books and 5,000 pamphlets, and 48 periodicals are taken. 
The Library has been provided for private study and research purposes, and books 
are not normally lent. It has-not been possible to classify the stock, and it is in- 
completely catalogued. The head clerk of the Laboratories acts as librarian. 

A smaller medical research library is that of the Kitchener School of Medicine, 
Khartoum. This was established in 1924 and is used by doctors and medical 
students to whom books are lent for home reading if desired. There are 1,750 books ; 
author and subject card catalogues are maintained ; books are not closely classified 
but (as in the Stack Laboratories) are arranged in groups according to subject. 
The Library possesses an epidiascope. 

The Sudan’s largest chemical library is housed at the Wellcome Chemical 
Laboratories, Khartoum. There are 1,080 books, 1,300 pamphlets, 19 current 
periodicals and many bound journals. Both author and subject catalogues are 
maintained, and books are classified by subject according to a system devised in 
the Laboratories. 

The Library of the Sudan Veterinary Service, established in Khartoum 
about 1925, is small for an important Government department. It consists of only 
250 books but 37 current periodicals are received. Veterinary works are also avail- 
able at the Gordon College School of Veterinary Science. 

Treasure-trove to the archaelogist is the Flinders Petrie Library in Khartoum. 
This arrived from Jerusalem in 1947 and now consists of approximately 2,000 
books and 1,500 pamphlets. Ten periodicals are taken. Many of the books are 
valuable and some are rare. An author catalogue on cards is maintained. The much 
smaller library of the Sudan Antiquities Service has been amalgamated with the 
Flinders Petrie Library, and the Commissioner for Archaeology and Anthropology 
is responsible for the combined collections. 

_..The. Geological Survey Library .in Khartoum was established in 1905. 
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Excluding Geological Survey publications, it consists of approximately 1,500 books 
and pamphlets; and the same number of items has been supplied, on a long-term 
loan basis, to the library of Gordon Memorial College. Books are lent to Govern- 
ment officials ; eighteen current journals are received ; a catalogue in the form of 
a typescript list, with entries arranged according to subject and region, has been 
compiled, and author and subject card catalogues exist for books in the Library 
prior to 1930. Books are classified by subject ; periodicals and publications of 
Geological Surveys are arranged separately. 

A small library, devoted mainly to zoology, is part of the Sudan Government 
Natural History Museum in Khartoum. Established about thirty years ago, it con- 
tains approximately 560 books, and a small annual grant for the purchase of new 
books is made by the Ministry of Education. An author catalogue is maintained, 
and books may be lent to any responsible person. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


Until recent years there has been only a very tiny reading public in the Sudan. 
Reliable literacy figures are not available, but it is probal le that, even to-day, less 
than 10 per cent of the male population are literate and very few indeed of Sudanese 
women. It is not surprising, therefore, that it is only since the 1939-1945 war that 
any demand for public libraries has arisen. 

The Sudan’s first public library was established at Wad Medani (population 
56,000) in February, 1947. The Town Council provided premises (the Council 
Chamber) and voted £250 from a financ’al reserve fund ; the Governor of Blue 
Nile Province gave the initial collection of books ; an appeal to the public brought 
in more books and £460 in cash. To start with, the Library was purely a reference 
collection used for private study. As such it proved very popular and was particul- 
arly well used during school holidays. Later, a lending service was started—but 
on a subscription basis. Only about 60 people paid subscriptions, the number of 
books borrowed cid not exceed 30 a month, and the Library Committee concluded 
that the subscription system was a failure, likely only to keep people away from 
the Library. So subscriptions have been abolished, and in their place membership 
is granted upon recommendation by Town Councillors, Heads of Departments, 
school teachers, doctors, members of the legal and other professions, bank 
managers, religious leaders, and Sheikhs of Quarters. It was intended that two- 
thirds of the library stock should be books in Arabic and one-third books in 
English ; in actual fact there are now 600 books in Arabic and 1,200 in English. 
The simplest form of the Bliss classification system is used : there is no catalogue ; 
the average number of persons using the library each day is forty-five. A mile- 
stone was reached in Sudan history when Wad Medani opened this first public 
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SUDAN LIBRARIES 


library ; but it is now obvious that more people must be attracted and persuaded 
to use it. Another milestone will be reached when the Library is supported by a 
library rate in the same way as other essential public services. 

Omdurman (population 123,000) has an excellent small public library 
provided by the British Council. A most attractive room, gay with pictures and 
carpets, and with comfortable chairs, is the home for a collection of 4,000 books, 
300 pamphlets and 35 current periodicals. Annual expenditure on books and 
pamphlets is approximately £400 ; the books are classified by the Dewey Decimal 
system ; author and subject catalogues are provided. A subscription 0‘ sixty piastres 
a year (about 12s.) is charged, but at Omdurman this does not seem to deter people 
from becoming members—possibly because the Library is run in association with 
other British Council cultural activities, such as drama, music, Brains Trusts, 
discussion g oups and lectures. 

Another library, partially subsidized by the British Council and partially de- 
pendent on members’ subscriptions, is that at the Sudan Cultural Centre, Khartoum. 
This was started in 1939 ; it now has 4,050 books, of which 700 are in Ara vic and 
the remainder in English; 40 periodicals are received, most of them coming from. 
the British Council ; and the annual expenditure on books is £200. Only members 
of the Centre may borrow books for home reading. The Librarian reports (this has 
a familiar ring about it) that “members tend to keep books too long”’, that works 
on the Sudan and Middle East are enormously popular, and that the Arabic section 
does nct grow very quickly as suggestions for new books are not readily forth- 
coming. The population of Khartoum is 61,800. 

These three public and semi-public libraries are comparatively small units. 
All three are self-contained, unable to draw upon book resources and professional 
skill other than that they possess themselves. A draft report for a public library 
system to cover a wide area of the Sudan has been prepared by a small committee 
appointed for the purpose, and this has now been under consideration for some 
months by the Sudan Government Office concerned. If the report is adopted, it 
is hoped that a national library service, linking such small units as the public 
libraries of Omdurman and Wad Medani, and the Sudan Cultural Centre in 
Khartoum, witha headquarters and with other public libraries still to be established, 
will result. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


In addition to libraries already mentioned, there exist others which cannot 
be treated as a group. 

Libraries have been provided in Government schools, notably at Hantub and 
Wadi Seidna, by the Ministry of Education ; and also at the Girls’ Teacher Trai- 
ning College, Omdurman, and elsewhere. But the most important of the Ministry 
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of Education libraries is that at the Institute of Education (Bakht er Ruda). 
Established in 1945, it now has 2,000 English and 1,000 Arabic books and 48 
periodicals, and receives an annual grant of approximately £150 for the purchase 
of new publications. There is an author and title catalogue, books are classified 
according to a simple subject system, and notes on newly-acquired works are 
circulated to members in the form of short reviews. Books are lent to Bakht er 
Ruda staff and students, and also to some of the villagers, but probably the 
most important function of the library is to act as distribution centre for the 
supply of study books by post to teachers in rural schools. This mitigates to some 
extent the isolation from cultural influences felt by those who go out from the 
Institite into the Sudanese “‘back of beyond’’, and it is obviously a most valuable 
service of great potential development. 

Small subscription libraries exist at various British and other clubs and 
at the Research Farm, Wad Medani; and the so-called Coptic Library in 
Khartoum, although actually a club and not primarily a library, provides a small 
library for the use of members only. 

Finally, it is perhaps a symptom of the times and an indication of an existing 
unsatisfied need that the Khartoum Workers’ Club has recently announced 
the formation of a technical library containing reference books on trade union 
problems and regulations. 

The Sudan is out of the “fire and sword” stage. As an African said of another 
territory, “the day of the spear has gone ; the day of the book has come”’. 


UNESCO BIBLIOGRAPHICAL CONFERENCE IN PARIS 


A conference on the improvement of bibliographical services is to be held at UNESCO House, 
Paris, next November. Members of national working groups established as part of the UNESCO 
bibliographical survey, will attend from over 40 countries. Together they will discuss the report 
issued by UNESCO in collaboration with the Library of Congress—“‘Bibliographical Services— 
Their Present State and Possibilities of Improvement.” 

This report, widely distributed last March, proved the signal for concerted action in relation 
to all the problems which lead to incomplete indexes, abstracts and bibliographical publications. 

The UNESCO Library of Congress Survey was to have been the basis of discussions at an 
international congress of librarianship and bibliography planned by the International Federation 
of Library Associations to take place in the United States next October. 

The Congress was cancelled, however, in the face of economic difficulties, and it is to replace 
it that UNESCO decided to hold the special discussions in Paris next November. 

Unesco Press Release. 


WAREHOUSE OR MICROCARD 
The well-known author of The Scholar and the Future of the Research Library, Fremont Rider, in 


the 15th May and-ist June, 1950 issues of the Library Journal discusses his latest views of the value 
of microcards in the solving of the perennial problem of library storage. 
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BOOKS RECEIVED 


LIBRARY of Congress. A guide to the official publications of the other American 
republics... III : Brazil: compiled by John de Noia. Washington, Library of 
Congress, 1948, 223p. 40 cents (from Superintendent of Documents). 


This offers a list of official Brazilian publications—serials, series and monographs—as 
recorded in the catalogues of the Library of Congress. 


LIBRARY of Congress. A guide to the official publications of the other American 
republics: XVII : Peru ; compiled by John de Noia. Washington, Library of 
Congress, 1948. 90p. 25 cents from Superintendent of Documents. 


This list covers the official publications of Peru issued from the time of its independence 
in 1829 until 1946, as recorded in the catalogues of the Library of Congress. 


LIBRARY of Congress. A guide to the official publications of the other American 
republics... XVIII : Uruguay : compiled by John de Noia and Glenda Crevenna. 
Washington, Library of Congress, 1948. 91p. 25 cents from Superintendent of 
Documents. 


This list covers the official publications of Uruguay from the time of its independence 
in 1828 until 1946, as recorded in the catalogues of the Library of Congress, 


LIBRARY of Congress. The General Spaatz collection. Washington, Library of Cong- 
ress, 1949, 33p. Free on application to the Publications Section. 


LIBRARY of Congress. Legislative reference service. ...The Bogota conference ; by 
Lottie M. Manross. Washington, Library of Congress, 1949. (Public affairs bulletin 
no. 71) 66p. Reproduced by Multilith. Copies obtainable from the Card Division, 
45 cents. 


The title refers to the Ninth International Conference of American States, held at 
Bogota, Columbia, 30th March to 2nd May, 1948. 


LIBRARY of Congress. Legislative reference service... .Facts and figures about the 
Federal government. (Public affairs bulletin no. 74) Washington, Library of 
Congress, 1949. 71p. Reproduced by Multilith. Copies obtainable from the Card 
Division, 45 cents. 


‘This Bulletin seeks to make available in a convenient and useable form most of the 
factual data contained in the numerous and rather bulky reports of the Commission on the 
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organization of the Executive Branch of the Government, popularly known as the 
Hoover Commission.” 


LIBRARY of Congress. Serials division. Newspapers currently received, September, 1949. 
Washington, Library of Congress, 1949. 4up. Mimeographed. Libraries may obtain 
copies free from the Information and Publications Office ; copies not available for 
individuals. 


LIBRARY of Congress. General reference and biliography division. Fiscal and budget- 
ary phases of research : a selected list of references ; compiled by Helen Dudenbostel 
Jones. Washington, Library of Congress, 1949. 33p. Reproduced by Multilith. Copies 
obtainable from the Card Division, Library of Gongress, price 25 cents. 


LIBRARY of Congress. The United States Capitol : a selected list of references ; compiled 
by Ann Duncan Brown. Washington, Library of Congress, 1949. 34p. Reproduced 
by Maultilith. Copies obtainable from the Card Division, 25 cents. 


LIBRARY of Congress. Division of mans. A supplementary key to accompany... the V.K. 
Ting atlas of China (edition of 1934) ; compiled by L.W. Wid wor.h. Washington, 
Library of Congress, 1949. 22p. Reproduced by Maultilith. Copies obtainable from 
the Card Division, 25 cents. 


The Ting Atlas is generally regarded by students of Chinese geography as the foremost 
work of its kind and this compilation gives translations of the Chinese legends, map 
headings, etc. 


SWEDISH institute. Stockholm. Swedish books and publications on science, medicine and 
the humanities, 1939-1947. Stockholm, The Swedish institute, 1949. 199p. 


“The aim of this bibliography is to give a brief survey of the more important scholarly and 
scientific works published in Sweden between 1939 and 1947. Apart from dissertations 
presented to Swedish universities and other institutions of higher learning, as a rule only 
publications of more than 100 pages have been included.” 


SWIERKOWSKI, Ksawery. Dziesiec Wiekow Ksiazki chronologia. Lodz, Panstwowy 
Institut Ksiazki, 1949. 91p. 


ANNALI della biblioteca governativa e libreria civica di Cremona, volume I : 1948. Studi 
e bibliografie con 44 fotoincisioni in tavole fuori testo. Cremona, Palazzo Ugolani 
Dati, 1949. 
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S.A.L.A. Southern Transvaal Branch 
Vol. 4 October 1950 No. 2 








FILING PRESS CUTTINGS 


J. R. Lioyp, S.A.R. & H. Library, Fohannesburg 


THE indexing of press articles as they come to hand, as well as important chapters 
from textbooks, can be recorded satisfactorily in a card file. A large number of 
references can be recorded on an eight by five inch card. The filing of these cards 
should be by subject, alphabetically, and they should be placed in front of the sub- 
ject guide-cards. This, of course, is nothing more than analytical indexing, but it 
differs from ordinary analytical indexing in that such an index can be arranged 
separately and classified by subject in a neat and compact form. Another use for 
this index is that in cases where much difficulty has been experienced in tracing 
obscure information, the source as eventually dis.overed can be recorded and so 
avoid a future protracted search for the same information. Its compactness is 
evidenced by the fact that 36 separate entries can be made on one card alone. 

We come now to the selection and filing of press cuttings. The source of your 
material will be surplus copies of periodicals, thin pamphlets, and typed abstracts 
from journals or books which may not be in your own library. If necessary, du- 
plicate copies of periodicals will be ordered for cuttings, or you will use periodicals 
which are not bound by your library. Most libraries receive odd specimens of 
technical printed matter, house jou nals, etc., many of which, while not worth 
filing in their entirety, may contain an occasional valuable article—all is grist that 
comes to the mill. 

Before going on to describe the system used here, permit me to say a word 
about equipment. The use of foolscap-size manila folders is best. They will take 
practically anything that comes along in the form of a cutting. The folders are 
easily obtainable and the type we use are provided with a transparent celluloid 
window in five positions, In addition to the folders themselves stout dividing cards 
are provided which have a longer window placed centrally. These are used as 
main head dividing cards. For filing the folders it is usual to have the ordinary 
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steel filing cabinet. In the case of a very large cuttings library such as a newspaper 
library, it is probably the best method to use, but we have found that in such a 
cabinet the folders, when loaded, are inclined to sag. We have, therefore, come 
round to the idea that pressed-board boxes are better. This offers the twin advan- 
tages of enabling one to use one box per subject, and they maintain the loaded 
folders in much better condition. 

Some librarians might prefer a numerical scheme of filing cuttings and, if so, 
would doubtless use the Universal Decimal Classification which is capable of the 
most detailed sub-division. My own opinion is, however, that the simplest and 
most obvious method of classification is alphabetical and when it can be adopted 
without complications, is the best method to use. While the classification of sub- 
jects does present problems, mainly because of the likelihood of synonymous terms 
cropping up, but also on account of obscurity in the formulation of the terms, yet 
a little care in deciding upon terms for classes will quickly reassure you and will 
plainly show that the difficulties are often exaggerated by pessimistic theorists. 
Contrary to what might have been your expectations, cross-referencing presents 
no terrors. 

Experiments in filing cuttings by means of a “numbered” system of clas- 
sification have been made in this library but proved cumbersome and time-wasting 
as compared with the alphabetical filing system now in use. We proceed by pro- 
viding the necessary Main Heads on the dividing cards already mentioned whose 
“windows” occupy the central position. The sub-heads then appear in front of 
the main head card and the subject can be subdivided to the necessary extent by 
using the second, third, fourth and fifth places. Note that the Main Head card is 
placed at the back and all subsidiary heads arranged alphabetically from back to 
front ; in this method of filing, the whole sequence of the sub-divisions is kept in 
full view. 

When starting any new main division the first place folder, on the extreme 
left-hand side, is labelled ‘“‘General’’. As cuttings are collected they are placed in 
the “general” pocket until you have enough to subdivide. Sub-division is never 
carried out until there are sufficient cuttings to warrant it. Never try to begin by 
drawing up a complete scheme with all the folders labelled—many will never be 
used. In this way, your list of headings will expand only as necessity demands 
and the number of files will always be your minimum requirements. The first 
folder before the main subject card, kept for “‘general’’ material, will be out of 
alphabetical sequence, but this is the only exception and can be accepted as a 
convenient convention. 

Cuttings should be removed by first taking out the staples from the periodical. 
The loose leaves of the article can then be gummed down neatly because a good 
margin is left for this purpose. With the cutting prepared in this way, a cover 
sheet is typed. This is a stencilled sheet of foolscap size, set out as follows : 
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FILING PRESS CUTTINGS 
‘SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS 


PRESS CUTTINGS FILE REFERENCE LIBRARY, HEADQUARTERS 


NOTE TO BORROWERS: This cutting is issued on loan only, and 
must be returned to the Reference Lib- 
rary, Railway Headquarters, Johannes- 
burg. The loan period is 3 days. 

OFFICE RECORD : 


Extracted from : (Name of periodical) 
Date : Page : Volume No : 
CLASSIFICATION : 
Railway Engineering. 
Civil 
Permanent way 
layouts. 
TITLE: 
AUTHOR'S : 


(the bottom part of the sheet contains office instructions). 


In constructing the headings, the terms used should be unequivocal, permit- 
ting strictly of one meaning only, and the terms of the classification should be 
typed on the cover sheet exactly as they appear on the folders, and in the same 
sequence, indented from left to right. The construction of the classification series 
for acutting will usually be easier than cataloguing a book since, as a general rule, 
a cutting will deal with one subject only. But where it might logically be filed in 
another place as well, or where it might be expedient to do so, a cross-reference 
system has been provided which will be explained. 

As a specimen of the way in which a cutting is prepared for filing, we will 
consider a Main Head such as “Railways”. The term “Railways” will appear in 
the centre of a dividing card (a stiff board with no pocket) and will be typed in 
red. The first pocket in front of this will be the “General” folder containing 
matter not to be classified further for the time being. Other “‘first place”’ folders, 
ie. extreme left-hand side, will be sub-heads each of which may be broken down 
into four additional places if necessary. It may be mentioned again that not all 
sub-heads will be fully sub-divided in this way at once, but only as necessity arises 
as the section grows. In this way the system proves its flexibility: a greater or 
lesser numberof places being used according to the amount of material collected. 
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Following is an example of a full classification carried as far as the system will 
allow : 


RAILWAYS : ENGINEERING 


Mechanical 1st Position 
Locomotive 2nd Position 
Steam 3rd Position 
Design and Construction 4th Position 
America 5th Position 


Where a cutting specifically refers to conditions in a particular country, it is 
put into a folder in the 5th position, bearing the name of that country. Thus, an 
article concerning the design of steam locomotives in America would bear the 
above classification typed on the cover sheet attached to the cutting. 

With each cutting thus classified in words, filing is simplicity itself. In fact, 
the system is self-indexing. 

Cross-reference is provided for in the following manner. When it is desired 
to make cross-references, as many carbon copies as may be required are typed 
when making out the main sheet. These carbon copies, which contain the full 
particulars of the article, together with the details of its source, are then filed away 
in the sections from which reference is to be made to the additional information 
in a cutting filed in a different place. On the back of the original cover sheet are 
listed the places where cross-reference sheets have been filed. 

Discarding old or no longer useful cuttings can be made without in any way 
interfering with the system as a whole, and the cross-reference sheets (if any) 
removed with them. The system is completely flexible. Re-arrangements can be 
made with very little trouble, and owing to the fact that the complete classification 
appears on the sheet attached to the cutting, even a beginner in library work 
could not go wrong with the filing of the cuttings. 


SPECIAL LIBRARIANSHIP 


Dr. S.R. Ranganathan’s writings on librarianship are always stimulating, his individual use of the 
English language adding to their interest. For Special Libraries, 40, 9, November, 1949, he contri- 
buted an analysis of “Special Librarianship—What it Connotes’”’. The following quotation shows 
his method of approach : 
“The dimension of thought normally handled in a library may correspond to a whole book, 
or it may correspond to an article in a periodical. We may state this in terms of units as follows: 
The thought unit of operation may be as large as the one embodied in a whole book or as 
small as the one embodied in an article in a periodical or a pamphlet .. 
“In my opinion, it is the new techniques of classification, cataloguing, circulation work 


and reference service, necessitated by the contraction of the thought-unit in use, that connotes 
special librarianship.” 
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SCIENTIFIC ABSTRACTING SERVICES 


In the Review of Documentation (Revue de la Documentation) vol. 16(2) 1949, Dr W. W. Varos- 
sieai gives a survey of scientific abstracting and indexing services from the point of view of 
the sroolems connected with their publication and use. He includes the following list of abstracting 
services producing more than 4,000 abstracts of titles per annum :— 


Bibliography of Scientific and Industrial Reports, Washington ? 

Documentazione di Ingegneria (previously : Bibliografia Internazionale della Ingegneria e 
della Industria), Roma 

International Index to Periodicals (only titles), New York 

Monthly List of Accessions to the Science Library (only titles), London 

Bulletin Analytique du Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, Paris 

Mathematical Reviews, New York 

Science Abstracts, Sections A and B, London 

British Abstracts, London 

Chemical Abstracts, Columbus, Ohio 

Bibliographie des Sciences Géologiques (only titles), Paris ’ 

Bibliography and Index of Geology exclusive of North-America (only titles), Washington 

Bulletin de l’Institut Pasteur, Paris 

Biological Abstracts, Philadelphia 

Zoological Record, London 

Abstacts of World Medicine, London 

Current List 0° Medical Literature (only titles), Washington 

Excerpta Medica, Amsterdam 

Igaku Chuo Zasshi (Central Journal of Medicine), Tokyo 

Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus (only titles), Chicago 

Squibb Abstract Bulletin, Brooklyn 

Psychological Abstracts, Washington 

Engineering Index Annual Volume, New York 

Engineering Index Card Service, New York 

Industrial Arts Index (only titles), New York 

— Kogaku Bunken Tekiroku Tsushin (Abstracts of the Latest Engineering Literature), 
‘Lokyo 

Prehled Technické Literatury (Technical Abstracts), Prague 

Annales des ['élécommunications, Paris 

Wireless Engineer, London 

at eames et Fiches Bibliographiques insérées dans les Annales des Ponts et Chaussées, 

aris 

Bulletin Mensuel de Documentation du Service de Documentation et d’ Information Technique 
de l’Aéronautique, Paris 

K.L.M. Literatuuroverzicht (Bibliography), Amsterdam 

Agricultural Index (only titles), New York 

Bibliography of Agriculture (only titles), Washington 

Periodicals of the Commonwealth Agricultural Bureaux (15), London 

Landbouwdocumentatie (Agricultural documentation), The Hague 

Prehled Odborné Literatury (Management Abstracts), Prague 

* Fuel Abstracts, London 

La Sucrerie Belge, Bruxelles 

A.S.M. Review of Metal Literature, Cleveland, Chio 

Metallurgical Abstracts, London 

Journal of the Textile Institute, Manchester, England 

Summary of Current Literature of the British Cotton Industry Research Association, 
Manchester 

eee of Current Literature of the Research Association of British Rubber Manufacturers 

roydon. 
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PUNCHED CARD TECHNIQUES 


The Devision of Chemical Literature of the American Chemical Society presented 
a symposium on “‘New Techniques in Chemical Literature” at the September, 1949, 
Meeting of the Society. The papers were printed in the August, 1950, issue of Industrial 
and Engineering Chemistry, and cover the following subjects : 


Conventional and mechanized search methods ; by S. W. Cochran and J. W. Perry. 

Punched card code for general organic research ; by Kenneth N. Campbell and 
Barbara K. Campbell. 

Microfilm selection equipment in information work ; by H. T. Engstrom. 

High-speed electronic computing devices ; by Jay W. Forrester. 

Microcards, a new form of publication ; by Fremont Rider. 

Microcards and microfilms for a central reference file ; by J. W. Kuipers. 

Problems in the use of microfilms, microprint, and microcards in research libraries ; 
by Maurice F. Tauber. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL OFFICE OF THE DANISH PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


In the Biblioteksbladet 35(2) 1950, there appeared an account of the work of the Biblio- 
graphical Office of the Danish public libraries, written by Mr. E. Allerslev Jensen, 
Director of the Bibliographical Office and Inspector General of the Public Libraries 
of Denmark. 


“The Bibliographical Office is responsible for the publication of printed cards 
for books appearing in Denmark—in 1948-49 870,000 cards were printed. Another 
task is the making up of three different types of model catalogues of books—for large 
libraries, for small libraries, and for children’s libraries. These are revised and 
brought up-to-date every three years. They are supplemented by annual lists, also 
appearing in three ‘sizes’. In addition, special catalogues of reference books, perio- 
dicals, and books for young people are published, all of which are revised regularly. 
As a result, but few libraries continue to print catalogues of their own. 

“The greater part of Dznish library literature, especially guides in classification 
and cataloguing, are published by the Bibliographical Office, and of primary signi- 
ficance is the Dansk Bogfortegnelse ; e.g., the Danish union catalogue, and the Avis- 
Kronik-Index, a readers’ guide to periodical literature. 

“This Office has also charge of so-called ‘starting libraries,’ or ready-made book 
collections, which may be purchased on a 5-year payment plan. The joint binding 
of books, the printing of folders, etc., the reprinting of old Danish literature, are 
also among the services rendered. 

“From a mere 24,000 Danish crowns in 1937-38, the turn-over of business has 
increased to an estimated 350,000 D. cr. in 1949-50. Three librarians and 7-8 
clerks are employed.” 
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South African Library Association 
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INDRUKKE OOR SKOOLBIBLIOTEKE 
IN ENGELAND, ID 


J.R. Pauw, Gymnasium Hoérskool, Paarl 


Wat voorsiening van geskikte boeke betref, is die posisie in Engeland ook nog baie 
onbevredigend, hoewel miskien nie heeltemaal so onbevredigend soos hier nie. 
Die probleem van styging in pryse ken ons hier ook maar al te goed dog die ient- 
like moeilikheid daar is op die oomblik die feit dat daar ’n geweldige gebrek aan 
geskikte boeke (veral nie-fiksie) vir die jongere leerlinge in die grammarskole 
(die leerlinge van 11-15 jaar) en ook veral vir die swakkere leerlinge in die secon- 
dary modern-skole is. Boeke wat eenvoudig genoeg geskryf is en ’n eenvoudige 
woordeskat en duidelike druk het, is gewoonlik te kinderagtig vir die ouer sekon- 
dére leerling wat, al is hy verstandelik ook hoe swak, tog origens die normale 
belangstellings van ’n kind van 13-14 jaar het en dus nie tyd het vir feetjies en 
sprokies en dergelik meer nie. Daar word met verlange uitgesien na meer boeke 
met ’n geskikte druk, eenvoudige woordeskat en gepaste illustrasies maar wat tog 
aanpas by die belangstellings van die normale kind van sekondére skool ouderdom. 
Ook hier was daar volgens sommige bibliotekarisse gedurende die afgelope jaar 
reeds ’n verbetering te bespeur dog daar is nog heelwat meer van hierdie boeke 
en in ’n groter verskeidenheid nodig... 

Soos hier by ons word daar in Engeland ook nog te min aandag aan die 
versameling van nie-boek materiaal in die skoolbiblioteke gewy. Ek dink veral aan 
sulke dinge soos pamflette, koerant—en tydskrifuitknipsels, poskaartversamelings, 
kaarte, grammofoonplate, films ens. ’n Mens voel dat die klem te veel op boeke 
alleen val en op die aspekte van administrasie en organisasie, terwyl ander bronne 
van inligting grootliks verwaarloos word. Waarskynlik is dit eenvoudig ’n probleem 
van gebrek aan tyd. 

Vir tydskrifte self word daar oor die algemeen egter heelwat beter voorsiening 
as by ons gemaak en daar was min van die biblioteke wat ek besoek het wat nie’n 


1 Ver olg van ons vorige nommer (S. Afr. Libr. 18(1) Julie 1950, 31-34). Uittreksels uit ’n referaat 
gelewer voor die Kaapse Tak (Skool en Kinderbiblioteke) 30 November 1949. 
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hele klompie populére en ander tydskrifte ontvang het nie. Punch, The Geogra- 
phical Magazine en The National Geographic Magazine was blykbaar baie gewild. 
Everybody’s was volgens party veral onder dogters gewild. Wat dagblaaie betref 
is die Londense Times skynbaar die mees populére blad, dog ek het ook verskeie 
ander dagblaaie raakgeloop. 

Op die gebied van finansies is daar weens die aard van die onderwysstelsel 
groot verskille tussen skole. Sommige privaatskole wat ek besoek het, gee soveel as 
£200 per jaar op hulle biblioteke uit. Van die openbare skole was daar verskeies 
wat £50 per jaar vir hulle biblioteke van die onderwysowerheid ontvang het. Ek 
het die indruk gekry dat daar oor die algemeen op hierdie gebied beter en billiker 
voorsiening as by ons gemaak word. 

Baie min skoolbibliotekarisse in Engeland het enige professionele biblioteek- 
opleiding gehad behalwe vir vakansie-kursusse wat skynbaar nou gereéld elke somer 
deur die Ministerie van Onderwys gehou word. Meeste van hulle is ook gewone 
vak-of klasonderwysers wat hoofsaaklik buite skoolure in die biblioteek werk. 
Alleen een skool wat ek besoek het, en dit was ’n private skool, het ’n voltydse 
bibliotekaresse gehad. Wat die opleiding van skoolbibliotekarisse betref, doen 
minstens twee opleidingskolleges wat ek besoek het, iets in hierdie rigting. Een van 
hulle gee gedurende die eerste kwartaal ’n reeks lesings oor die skool-biblioteek 
aan alle eerste-jaarstudente. Behalwe hierdie algemene kursus is daar ook ’n 
gespesialiseerde kursus vir studente wat meer aandag aan die saak wil wy. Dit 
bestaan uit 50 minute teoretiese werk en 50 minute praktiese werk per week vir 
twee jaar en word afgerond deur ’n skriftelike eksamen van 3 uur en ’n mondelinge 
en praktiese toets. Sommige van die vakke in hierdie kursus aangebied, is : Kata- 
logisering, Klassifikasie, Algemene administrasie, Kinderboeke, Metodes om 
kinders se lees-belangstellings te bestudeer ens. Studente wat in hierdie kursus 
slaag kry daarvoor ’n speciale krediet-punt op hulle diplomas. Die tweede kollege 
sou in Oktober van hierdie jaar ’n voltydse kursus van een kwartaal vir diens- 
doende onderwysers instel. Voorlopig was die gedagte egter mie om ’n diploma 
uit te reik nie. 

Skoolbiblioteke in Engeland is m.i. nog te geisoleerd. Met die hoé mate van 
ontwikkeling wat die Openbare Biblioteekwese reeds bereik het, sou ’n mens graag 
wou sien dat skoolbiblioteke minder as afsonderlike eenhede moet bestaan en meer 
ingeskakel moet wees by een of ander streekskema. Hiervoor bied die graafskaps 
—en stadsbiblioteke (County and Borough Libraries) wat gewoonlik onder die- 
selfde owerheid as die skole resorteer, baie goeie geleenthede waarvan meer 
gebruik gemaak behoort te word. ’n Paar graafskapsbiblioteke doen reeds goeie 
werk in die vorm van permanente en tydelike lenings aan skole asook ’n mobiele 
boekediens (Bookvan Service) wat skole op die platteland van tyd tot tyd besoek. 
Ook het party reedsa dviseerders vir skool-en jeugbiblioteke aangestel wat onder- 
wysers en jeugleiers met raad en hulp kan bedien... 
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INDRUKKE OOR SKOOLBIBLIOTEKE IN ENGELAND 
’N PAAR GEDAGTES VIR ONS IN DIE KAAP-PROVINSIE 


Bogenoemde was ’n paar van my indrukke omtrent die toestand van skool- 
biblioteke in Engeland. U sal dadelik besef dat baie van die gebreke wat ek daar 
aangetref het ook vir ons hier geld en dat ons in baie opsigte nog nie eens die 
klein mate van vordering gemaak het wat in sommige streke reeds daar gemaak 
is nie. Ek wil egter net ten slotte ’n paar gedagtes noem wat by my opgekom het 
ten opsigte van die moontlike verbetering van ons skoolbiblioteke in Kaapland ... 


1. Alvorens ons enigiets daadwerkliks op die gebied van die skoolbiblioteke 
wil bereik, is dit nodig dat ons eers die belangstelling van ons onderwysers as ’n 
groep moet hé... Ek dink wel dat die Departement van Onderwys en die onder- 
wysersverenigings te min aandag aan die saak wy dog miskien is dit veral die be- 
sondere taak van die Biblioteekvereniging om ’n aktiewe veldtog te voer om die 
belangstelling eers op te wek. Ek is verder deur my waarnemings oorsee daarvan 
oortuig dat dit oor die algemeen die hoofde van skole is wat bepaal watter rol die 
biblioteek in hulle skool gaan speel. Daarom is dit veral die hoofde van skole wat 
deur so’n veldtog bereik moet word. 


2. Daar moet baie beter voorsiening vir biblioteeklokale in ons skole gemaak 
word ... Dit skyn asof ons mense hier by biblioteekvoorsiening hoofsaaklik dink 
in terme van ’n biblioteek wat gelyktydig sitplek sal kan verskaf aan 10 per sent 
van die leerlinge in die skool. In ’n skool met meer as 450 of 500 leerlinge sou dit 
goed werk dog in kleiner skole met 100 tot 200 leerlinge waar daar dikwels 25 en 
meer kinders in een klas is, sal dit onmoontlik wees om biblioteekperiodes vir die 
groter klasse te organiseer aangesien die biblioteek net 10 per sent d.w.s. 15 of 20 
leerlinge kan bevat. By kleiner skole moet die basis van berekening dus die grootste 
klas in die skool wees met nog ’n paar addisionele stoele vir leerlinge uit ander 
klasse wat moontlik ook op daardie tyd die biblioteek wil gebruik. 


3. Daar moet beter geldelike voorsiening vir die aankoop van boeke en die in- 
standhouding van die biblioteek gemaak word. Die huidige £ vir £ stelsel is on- 
billik en tref juis die mindergegoede skole die swaarste. Dit het tyd geword dat 
skole jaarliks kan reken op ’n vaste bydrae van die Departement wat m.i. beste 
bereken kan word op ’n per caput-basis met ’n klein vermeerdering per leerling 
in kleiner skole om te verseker dat hulle minstens die minimum hoeveelheid boeke 
kan aankoop. Benewens hierdie vaste jaarlikse bedrag kan die Departement dan 
addisionele bedraggies toeken aan skole wat inisiatief aan die dag gelé het en ook 
’n eie bydrae tot biblioteekfondse gemaak het. 


4. Soos in Engeland bestaan daar by ons ook die behoefte aan skoolbibliotek- 
arisse wat hulle volle aandag of ten minste ’n groot deel daarvan aan die biblioteek 
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kan wy. Hierdie mense moet die volle status van ’n gewone personeellid hé en 
behoort beide onderwys—en biblioteekkwalifikasies te besit. Het die tyd nie aan- 
gebreek dat party van ons universiteite ’n B.A. of B.Sc.—kursus instel waarvan 
een van die hoofvakke of desnoods ’n hulpvak Biblioteekwese sal wees nie ? Dit 
sal ’n persoon baie mooi vir ’n sekondére-en hoérskool-pos kwalifiseer aangesien 
hy dan ’n skoolvak sal hé wat hy kan doseer asook voltydse opleiding in die biblio- 
teekwese wat hom in staat sal stel om van die skoolbiblioteek ’n suskes te maak. 
Terselfdertyd sal sy kursus nie langer as die normale wees nie. Wat primére on- 
derwysers betref, sou dit die aangewese ding wees dat een of twee kolleges kursu- 
sse aanbied wat redelik gevorderd is en wat deel sal uitmaak van die opleiding van 
onderwysers wat later as deeltydse of voltydse skoolbibliotekarisse diens sal doen. 
Indien sulke kursusse egter aftrek sal kry, moet die pos van skoolbibliotekaris eers 
op vaste voet geplaas word en moet dit aantreklik genoeg wees en genoegsame 
status op die personeel meebring om so’n gespesialiseerde kursus te regverdig. 


5. Ek stem saam met verskeie voorstelle wat reeds gemaak is dat ’n organiseer- 
der van skoolbiblioteke hier by ons soos in die Transvaal aangestel word. Dit sal 
egter nodig wees on goed voor die tyd te bepaal wat sy werk sal wees en om te 
verhoed dat sy terrein so breed sal wees dat hy nérens deeglike werk kan doen nie. 
Persoonlik meen ek dat hy aan die hoof moet staan van ’n streekstelsel vir skole 
wat Of onafhanklik onder die Departement van Onderwys staan 6f by die pro- 
vinsiale stelsel ingeskakel is. 


6. Alvorens al hierdie dinge in werking gestel kan word, is dit egter nodig dat 
ons sal weet wat ons nou eintlik van ons skoolbiblioteke verwaz en wat ons doel 
met hulle moet wees ... Daarom wonder ek ten slotte of die tyd nie aangebreek 
het en of die saak nie belangrik genoeg is dat deeglike ondersoek deur ’n komissie 
omtrent hierdie aangeleentheid ingestel word nie. So’n komissie sal dan moet bepaal 
wat die doel van ons skoolbiblioteke in hierdie land moet wees, aan watter vereistes 
hulle moet voldoen om aan hierdie doel te kan beantwoord en watter middele aan- 
gewend kan word om hulle aan hierdie vereistes te laat voldoen. Dan sal ons ’n 
deeglik-beplande skoolbiblioteekstelsel daar kan stel. 


U.C.T. SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SERIES 
The August, 1950, list of addi ions to this series includes four new titles already available: 
The Federation of the Rhodesias and Nyasaland, African Languages (1858-1900) in the 
Grey Collection, South African Grammar Books, and German Africana. 
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